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itself freely in any direction, the inflexibility, the set order, in
the* classroom may, after all, be the right thing for the child.
In the Gorki Model School in Moscow the laboratory is doing
some of its most serious work. It is studying such problems as
the seating of the children in the classroom, the length of lesson
for different age groups, the right presentation of a lesson, when
activity should come from the children and when from the
teacher. A series of ten to twelve lessons is planned covering a
problem in a subject—such as cubic measure, for example.
There is present at each of these lessons a methods mistress, a
pedologue, and a stenographer who has been specially trained by
the laboratory. The two former make notes, while the latter
takes down everything that happens during the lesson. She
literally records everything—all that the teacher says, all that
the children say, in the order in which it is spoken; any reactions
from the children, when and how they are evoked, when and
how each child answers questions, and so on. At the end of the
lesson there is a complete record of everything that occurred in
the classroom during the lesson. Each of the lessons in the series
is given in a different way, the preparation for each being
discussed between the teacher, methods mistress, pedologue,
and Head. After each lesson the material is analysed and
discussed. The final lesson has to embody the best points of all
the preceding lessons. At the end of the series all the material
is analysed, discussed at great length, and a report produced,
with charts, diagrams, and graphs. When as many as possible
of these reports have been made by other schools, too, there is
a final deliberation, and then is issued a set of model lessons for
the teaching of cubic measure. It is published by Narkompros
very cheaply, and all teachers are expected to use the model.
The purpose of this work is not only to arrive at the perfect
lesson; it is also to enable teachers to know their children.
With this object in view the laboratory sent out a qitestiouaaire
to 150,000 children. The replies received were being analysed
whole I was in Moscow. When the analysis is complete, a report
m& b^ $raw* **P and published, and it will be read md disetissed

